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798 biennale: a new generation of chinese experimental
comics ///

August 14th, 2009

If you are in Beijing anytime over the next month, be sure

to check out the Imaginary Politics and Newcomers: A New Generation of Chinese Experimental

Comics show. It’s part of the first Beijing 798 Biennale, which opens this weekend and runs until

September 12th. The show will be held at ArtMia Foundation (doART Gallery) in the Beijing 798

/ Dashanzi Art District. For contact information and the address of doART Gallery, link here.

The show will feature work from Hu Xiaojiang (胡曉江), Yan Cong (煙!), Zhang Xun ("#),

Xu Baihong ($%&), 54boy, Duo Xi ('(), Gan Mu ()*), Lao Mizhou (+,-), La Bu (.

/), Mao Tiaogao (012), Si Wei (34), Xiang Yata (567), Yang Peng (89), Zhang Wen

(":), and Tang Yan (;<). I have shared a sampling of work from these artists below.

Imaginary Politics and Newcomers: A New Generation of Chinese Experimental Comics as

described by curator Zhu Qi:

Experimental comics are becoming a growing trend in a culture where cartoon comics

are mainstream. Experimental comics, which can be understood as the “writer’s

movie,” are experimental creations that combine images and narrative. The stories do

not necessarily aim to entertain, and are usually characterized by subversion in the

form of social satire and alternative youth culture. The images are often rendered in

an experimental, hand-drawn style.
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Experimental comics may be presented as standalone pieces or a narrative series.

Compared with earlier cartoon comics, narrative experimental comics exhibit a

greater spirit of social criticism. They mark a departure from mainstream Chinese

contemporary comics and the emergence of a new generation of thought that

resembles a collective consciousness rather than traditional realism. The development

has been influenced by the coming of age of a generation of only children, market

capitalism, and animated cartoon culture. Experimental comics reflect the

imagination, loneliness, salvation, social conditions and collective culture in the lives

and upbringing of this new generation.

In China, cartoon comics belong to a kind of imaginary collective culture. They

belong neither to an ethnic nor nationalistic category. In the early 1990s, market

capitalism sprung up in China and comics, being fantastical, commercial, and

staunchly middle class, filled the niche of a popular subculture. The imaginative

storylines and cute aesthetics of cartoon comics provided a channel for escapism. But

as children of 1990s came of age, this imagination is culminating in what might be

called a politics of illusion. As this generation has grown older, their thoughts have

shifted from the pursuit of escape and fantasy to the search for self and social truth, a

change that has resulted in comics with greater depth and the rise of illusion politics.

If you attend the show, let us know what you think in the comments section below.

For more comic-related content on NeochaEGE, link here. /// AjS

Gan Mu ///
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Hu Xiaojiang ///
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Yang Peng ///
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Zhang Wen ///
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Duo Xi ///
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Zhang Xun ///
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54boy ///
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Xiang Yata ///
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Xu Baihong ///

Yan Cong ///
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Tang Yan ///
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Si Wei ///
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Miao Tiaogao ///
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Lao Mizhou ///
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La Bu ///
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